Boreal Lake Plateau

Not represented

SPINDLY SPRUCE, ROCK AND ROARING

RIVERS

The earth was created the way it was by the
creator, and changing it is unnatural and wrong.
The land and the rivers where the Cree people
hunt and fish are a garden, a gift from the
Creator...it has to be treated with love and
respect to ensure that its spirit lives forever.

John Petagumskuim,
Cree Elder, 1990.

THE LAND:

An endless patchwork of interconnected
lakes, rivers full of rapids and falls, bogs,
swamps, spruce forests and treeless bar-
rens - this is an elemental land, split bet-
ween water and bedrock, softened by a
thin veneer of spruce forest and muskeg.
Many large rivers drain westward into Hud-
son and James bays, dropping in a series of

Bog Rosemary

steps over terraces marking ancient sea
levels. Large lakes cover much of the region.
The topography is gentle and undulating,
broken occasionally by hills.

VEGETATION:

The term “boreal” in the name of this
region implies that the boreal [orest
ecosystem is a dominant feature. But
actually the vegetation of the region
is a south to north transition from
dense spruce forests to muskeg. Fire
occurs frequently and is a major
influence on vegetation.

Black spruce is the dominant tree
species. Closed crown forests are
restricted to lowlands around lakes
and along rivers. Most of the land is
covered by a drunken chequerboard
pattern of open black spruce wood-
land, low shrubs, open muskeg and

Parks Canada (1997) National Park System Plan


https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/plan
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string bogs. As one moves towards the north
ol the region, the spruce become progres-
sively more stunted and the stands more
open. Shrubs such as dwarf birch, willow
and Labrador tea cover a greater percent-
age of the land. Extensive poorly drained
areas cover much of the region, with open
wet black spruce woodlands, muskeg and
string bogs stretching endlessly. From the
air, string bogs appear as a series of sinu-
ous light strips, like cooked spaghetti, floating
across dark areas of open water. The “strings”
are actually ridges of sphagnum moss growing
on accumulations of peat. String bogs form
on very gradual slopes, with the “strings”
stretched across the bog at right angles to
the slope.

WILDLIFE:

Characteristic wildlife include caribou, moose,
black bear, red fox, arctic fox, snowshoe
hare, spruce grouse, woll, coyote, beaver,
mink, lynx, and marten, among other typi-
cal wildlife of northern regions. Waterfowl,
particularly tundra swans, snow geese and
Canada geese, congregate along the shores
of James Bay and Hudson Bay each fall to

feed. Belugas, bearded seals and
harbour seals feed in the fertile
walters offshore. Seals inhabit two
inland lakes in the region, Lac-
des-Loups-Marins and Petit-Lac-
des-Loups-Marins, both of which
are proposed ecological reserves.
Whether these fresh-water seals
are a separate species is under
study.

STATUS OF NATIONAL PARKS:

No national parks exist yet in this region.
The Lac Guillaume-Delisle areca has been
identified as the preferred location for a

Guillaume-Delisle's Cuesta



Natural Region 22

possible national park. Lac Guillaume-Delisle
itself, once known as Richmond Gulf, is a
vast brackish estuary linked to Hudson Bay
by a narrow corridor. Outstanding features
of this area include spectacular shoreline
cliffs and the twin craters filled by Lac a
I'Eau Claire (Clearwater Lake), the second
largest natural

hydroelectric development project.

The establishment of a new national park
in the Lac Guillaume-Delisle area will require
the concurrence of the Government of
Quebec, the people of Umiujaq and Maka-
vik Corporation.

lake in Quebec.
The two adjoin-
ing craters are
believed to be the
remains of an
ancient volcano
or the result of a
meteorite that
split before hit-
ting the earth.
The Eau Claire
River connecting
the lake of the
same name to Lac
Guillaume-Delis-
le is a chain of cascades and falls of
remarkable beauty. The tree line passes
through the proposed park area.
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In 1989 the mayor of Umiujaq, a communi-
ty on Hudson Bay, asked Parks Canada to
consider the possibility of establishing a
national park in the Lac Guillaume-Delisle
area. Lac Guillaume-Delisle lies within the
area covered by the James Bay and North-
ern Quebec Agreements (1975-1980). Some
initial discussions have taken place, but a
park proposal has yet to be developed.

Hydro-Québec has in the past proposed to
develop La Grande Riviere de la Baleine, a
major watershed just to the south of the
Lac Guillaume-Delisle area, for hydro-elec-
tric power. These plans have been put on
hold. In any case, it appears that the drainage
basin of the Lac Guillaume-Delisle area
would not be directly affected by such a

The [ollowing table summarizes the status
of system planning for each step toward
establishing a new mnational park in this
natural region.

Steps in the Park Establishment Process Status
Represcentative Natural Arcas Identified: donc
Potential Park Area Selected: done
Park Feasibility Assessed: 0
Park Agrcement Signed: [¢]
Scheduled under the National Parks Act : 0
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Walter Muna

Walter Muna has written an excellent tour guide for the James Bay Road, as well as
the Trans-Taiga Road which heads east. Photos such as these give a good idea of
what to expect along this rugged route, constructed to allow construction of power
dams in the interior of Quebec.

A short and open forest of black spruce, interspersed with increasingly frequent peat
bogs as one approaches the shore of James Bay.

Walter Muna



https://jamesbayroad.com/jbr/jbrguide.html
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Kaumwakweuch Rapids on the Rupert River where it crosses the James Bay Road.
As you can imagine, Cree travellers portaged around this site over the past ages. The
lower Rupert River has about ten major rapids, formed as this large river drops off the
Boreal Lake Plateau onto the Hudson Bay Lowlands. Some rapids, both on the Rupert
and other nearby rivers, are being diverted for hydro power generation.




